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EVERY PENNY OF           
YOUR DONATION 
GOES INTO LOANS 
FOR TRULY POOR 
WOMEN TO ESTAB-
LISH A BUSINESS—A 
LIFE SAVING GIFT! 

�����Prosperity Rings funds are now worth 518% of the original amounts contributed at various times.   Our founda-
tion, Prosperity Rings, is a unique investment opportunity for our donors for three reasons:  (1) Every penny donors 
give goes toward  loans to exceedingly poor women; (2) As funds are repaid—the original loan plus interest—they 
revolve into new loans. Thus a donor’s gift increases in value and the number of loans it can give; (3) Donors may 
find out how many and which borrowers they have been able to benefit.  These requirements are written into the 
Prosperity Rings’ contract with our micro credit partners.   Based on this assurance, the information listed below is 
our best estimation, using as common a denominator as possible due to the existence of differences in loan 
amounts, the duration of loans and other variables. What a prosperous yield on investment!  
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Nancy Pasternak, President 
 
Cathy Farrar, Vice President 
 
Stevie Wilberding, Secretary 
Derick Pasternak, Treasurer 

Susan Dibden 

Mary Kate Denny   

Maggie Gunter 

Katherine Pasternak 

Sarah Pasternak 
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�          We invite our Prosperity Rings donors and potential donors to travel with us through 
Southern India.  Not only will we visit our borrowers, but we will also arrange an unforgetta-
ble trip including tea and spice plantations, tribal villages, Hindu temples, Kathakali dances, 
wild life, an orphanage, and great shopping among other adventures.  In 2008 our voyage to 
India will take place in April. Email us your interest at prosperityrings@gmail.com.  

�

� � �

     These are the faces of Prosperity Rings’ borrowers for whom we open the door out of severe poverty.  Two of the 
ladies, having been given in marriage by their parents at the ages of 13 and 14 to widowers in their forties, became 
widows with young children within ten and twelve years.  A glaring gender discrimination exists among Hindus in 
India.  Whereas a widower can remarry as many times as he likes, a widow cannot remarry irrespective of her age.  
The position of young widows is pitiable, since their very existence or seeing their face early in the morning is con-
sidered a bad omen.  Most widows are barred from inheriting property and have very little family support.   One of 
the faces above has handicapped children, a frequent result of intermarriage commonly resorted to as a means to pay 
less dowry among families.  One of the borrowers was abandoned by her husband, an event poor women cannot af-
ford to deal with legally.  The fifth borrower has been deep in debt since her husband became chronically ill from 
unhealthy working conditions, also not an uncommon occurrence. These poor women TRULY NEEDED OUR 
LOANS.  It is difficult for most of us to imagine how much another’s cultural traditions can burden its people with 
hardships that pose impossibly dire and unsolvable conditions.  The small loans that the donors of Prosperity Rings 
make possible are, to our borrowers, like a lifeline thrown to a drowning victim going under for the last time.   We 
only wish donors could meet our borrowers first hand to experience the buoyancy of spirit among the women as they 
go about their small income generating enterprises that enhance the lives of themselves and their families.�
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He who wants to do good knocks at the 
gate; he who loves finds the gate open. 

   Rabindranath  Tagore 

      Stray Birds, 1916 
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     Prosperity Rings is a 501©(3) non-profit, charitable foundation formed to provide small 
loans so that exceedingly poor and vulnerable women in rural India can establish small 
enterprises.  Women are more likely to invest their proceeds into family sustenance.  Our 
loans also make it possible for children, forced to work as indentured laborers, to attend  
school.  Funds you donate to Prosperity Rings are granted to local micro-credit organiza-
tions that we partner with, and go directly into small, non-collateral loans for specific 
women in designated villages to help them lift themselves and their families out of severe 
poverty.  Personal contact with our borrowers and their villages enables us and our donors 
to measure personal and community progress.  As your donations revolve into loan after 
loan, they grow by virtue of giving over and over.   
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����� A meeting with Muhammad Yunus in Dubai on    
March 13, 2007 inspired President Nancy Pasternak 
to consider expansion into Ethiopia.  Pending Board 
of Directors’ approval, investigation into  three rec-
ommended micro credit organizations in Ethiopia 
may result in a viable partnership.   
     Bangladeshi economist Muhammad Yunus, and 
the Grameen Bank he founded, won the Nobel Peace 
Prize  for their pioneering use of tiny, seemingly 
insignificant loans—microcredit—to lift millions out 
of poverty.  Across the world, his micro lending 
concept has now given women, mostly, who could 
not qualify for low-interest loans, an opportunity to 
buy milking animals, raise chickens, sew garments, 
recycle materials, set up all kinds of shops—in 
short, establish their own business—and thus raise 
their status and feed and educate their families.  �
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     Prosperity Rings' partner, ANISHA MICROFIN (AMA), headed by John Peter, has 
been awarded a Rotary International Revolving Loan Matching Grant in the amount of 
$45,500. On October 2, 2007 the grant, initiated by The Rotary Clubs of Bellevue and 
Seattle, Washington, was implemented by the partner club, Rotary Club of Tiruchirapalli 
in Tamil Nadu, India with AMA as the beneficiary. During a formal ceremony, the for-
mer and current District Governors of Rotary handed checks to 309 women borrowers.  
As a Rotarian, Prosperity Rings President, Nancy Pasternak, spent two years fulfilling the 
intricacies of applying for this grant, which has provided micro credit loans towards the 
establishment of borrowers' small enterprises. In the process, she has interacted with 
Rotarians around the world, some of whom she personally met in Tiruchirapalli (Trichy). �
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Most people feel honored when a charitable gift is given in their name.   On special occasions such as weddings, anniversaries, retirement, 
awards won, birthdays and the death of a loved one, consider showing your esteem and respect by contributing to Prosperity Rings.  One 
family gave $10 for every soccer goal made by their son.  We will let the person honored know about your gesture, if you wish, by sending 
out a note card to the recipient/family.  

Please fill out the form below and mail it with your check to: 
Prosperity Rings, P.O. Box 70220, Seattle, WA 98127 OR visit our web site and go through PayPal with your credit card 

We sincerely thank you for your support. 

Contact us at: prosperityrings@gmail.com 

Web:  www.prosperityrings.info 
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SRI  
     February 2007 took us to all three of our borrowers' locations in India. In and around Kollengode, gracious Nisha, SRI's Program Director and 
her social worker brought us together with 280 Prosperity Rings borrowers in six villages. We spoke at length with many of the borrowers to learn 
their stories. Ongoing financial burdens for two of the women came from their teenage sons who were mentally disabled. We sat with a widow and 
her three children whose father had recently fallen from a tree while collecting coconuts. We helped a borrower cope with a child having an epilep-
tic seizure. Due to the fact that women often marry relatives to avoid high dowry payments, birth defects are relatively common among the poor. 
One of the greatest benefits of micro lending to groups is that the women are there for each other not only financially, but also in times of physical 
and emotional difficulties, as well as social celebrations. The ladies were delighted to be able to show us their establishments of business--a new, 
well-stocked petty shop; a borrower who employed a wood chopper and sold firewood; a gem cutter with her own machine, and so many others. 
We saw the improvements they were making in their homes and the schools where their children were able to attend. The staff gathered enthusias-
tically to greet us with flowers and to answer all our questions about their operations. Prosperity Rings is fortunate to work with a partner like SRI 
which has proven accountable and operated exactly the way in which we have contracted with them. We especially like the multiple trainings they 
conduct to augment the borrowers' ability to create products to market.  
PSA/AMA 
     PSA's micro credit operations are now called ANISHA Microfin Association (AMA). Our visit with AMA was focused primarily on negotia-
tions between this Prosperity Rings partner and the Tiruchirapalli Rotary club (TRC) in order to make possible a $45,500 grant for loans to AMA 
borrowers. Prosperity Rings, AMA and TRC members met together and crafted the necessary agreements and documents. AMA Director John 
Peter and his assistant Selvi went over their records with us and introduced us to as many Prosperity Rings borrowers as we could squeeze into our 
visit. This small micro credit agency is another excellent example of the kind of organization Prosperity Rings is designed to fund--small and need-
ing seed funding to grant and facilitate their loans. The very modest housing of their borrowers and the rudimentary enterprises they are engaged in 
demonstrate their appropriateness as Prosperity Rings' AMA beneficiaries. 
SPANDANA 
     Prosperity Rings' original beneficiary, has grown to such proportions that its headquarters is now located in Hyderabad. Thus we made one visit 
to the field where our b  orrowers are located, and another visit to meet with Padmaja and the directorial staff. Andhra Pradesh state has several 
large competing micro credit/finance organizations operating in its parameters. This has affected the commercial banks which lobbied for change. 
New laws are now in effect that enable SPANDANA and its competitors to continue their work. Almost a million SPANDANA women in urban 
slums, as well as in the countryside, have established small enterprises of all kinds, having learned from the network of so many others. More than 
800 have been financed by Prosperity Rings. We just happened to be there during the flamboyant Maha Shiva Patri 6����$��0�
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